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The Rector’'s Message

Dear Devotees of Saint Philomena
I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all of you for the support that
vou have given. This year has been
one of sacrifice and suffering for all
who are preparing for the great feast
next vear, Our sufferings are little price
to pay to know full well in our heart
that next yvear will be a triumphant
and very E-Ipfcia] vear for our 5t Phi-
lomena. We must conlinue as before
but even stronger and more courage-
ous than ever.

The August feast colebrations wenl
well and [ must thank all wiho contribated
b it, in particular the commitlee’s who
oranised the intermal and external feast
celebration in union with the Sanctuary,

It is wonderful to see the youth working
and honouring our Saint, we have many
members of the committes who are you-
th and doing a wonderful job.

Mow is the time to look to 2005
which signifies 200 yvears since the
sacred relics of St Philomena were
taken by Don Francesco de Lucia from
Rome to Mugnano del Cardinale,

The transportation of these precious
Relics is a story itsell and will be told
through next years issues of the mes-
senger. To begin the celebrations of the
?’L'.;'Ir wee start with the celebration in
wonaur of the birthday of 5L Philome-
na on January 107 with a solemn mass.
The official starl of the vear of celebra-
Hons is the Feast of the Patronage on
the January 16" where we will be ho-
nouring nol only St. Philomena by
blessing the Sacred Hely Oil but we
will also be remembering and honou-
ring in thanksgiving Don Francesco
de Lucia for following through his
given task from God perfectly, of in-
traducing St. Philomena to the world,

There are many definite feast celebra-
tions organised, however we plan 1o
introduce a few surprises, which is a
VEry F,-c-ud reason to make sure yoll
subscribe and receive vour copy of the
miessenger next yeat, § 1S way you will
receive Hrst hand information. The
messengers next year will go through
a great deal of the history of the Sanc-
tuary and the devetion to St Philome-
na through the years.

I ask all of vou to do vour utmost
to honour our Princess of Paradise for
her special year in every way you can.
[ will pray for you nifrﬂl the Sacred
Altar of St Philomena, where she is
very much present. God Bless.

THE RECTOR
Sac, Giovanni Braschi
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Saint Philomena:
Miracle of love, for the love of Love

If you have ever reached out to
ask 5t Philomena for help or if vou
are in urgent need of spiritual help
St Philomena will come to you and
touch your heart,

When 5t Philomena comes into
vour life she does it in this manner,
she forgives yvou bul then asks you
to live in the name of Our Lord. To
whom she loved so much that she
sacrificed her life for and now she
asks you to give lestimony Lo this
by example. She is a powerful Saint
but can be demanding; if she has hel-
ped you find the light of faith, it is
rightful that you bring this help to
others, Becoming an example so that
they may look upon you and perhaps
see yvou helping a friend or they may
seek comfort in your words,

If 5t. Philomena had doubted at
all her great love for Christ she
would never have given herself vo-
luntary to her brutal executioners.

St, Philomena has learned from
her Master of how to donate with
the power of her love and to help
whomever in need, teaching them
the pood Christian faith.

Being a testimonial of a received
miracle is already a confirmation of
having ardent faith.

Whoever has been nourished
with affection must give the same
love and affecton to others, whoe-
ver has been quenched of thirst,
should relieve others from thirst and
whoever has been filled with the

infinity and wonder of love, should
love others,

Miracles which are the power of
the intercession and glory of Saints,
that gave themselves to God, may
also ask God in an unceasing way
for a helping hand for the unhappy,
the solubion for a tragedy caused by
nature and human faults,

Chilomena shows her devotees,
how worthwhile it is to gain the
merited grace: if they have received
it is their right Lo give.

St. Philomena, powerful child of
Lowve, teach us what miracles are for,
apart from the immediate aid we
receive,

A testimony of a Loving chain and
God will glorify, for the love of Love.

Angelo Calabrese
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Happy are those who suffer
for they are closest to God!

To whom does the Sanctuary of
Saint Philomena draw closest to it?
Whose peaceful presence is stronger
than ever within its walls — the Saint
we all know as our friend “Philomena
of Mugnano”. Through the feasts and
through the quiet times Saint Philo-
mena calls upon her chosen friends
bo come visit ]fur a while, When called
upon in this way thie liald i= too slrong
to resist and we go, without thought
of self or anvthing surrounding us.
When we get there we find peace, true
peace and somelimes without even a
ﬂmughr in our mind can we sit Hme
after Lime al the feet of the Sacred

Altar of Saint Philomena and for all
of this we give thanks to God who
reigns in the most high in this Sanc-
tuary and church of dﬁr Lady of Gra-
ce, We ask why have we been chosen
to walk: this path. We can ask ourselves
whyv has this Saint chosen us when
we knew nothing of her just a short
time before and yvet there we are
drawn with a pull stronger than our-
selves to this 1iille fown, sometimes
too rermnote to find easily All too soon
the answer is clear. We know the rea-
son and we go on wilh courage in our
heart, stronger than ever for we know
that our riend Philomena is close at
our side. Our messenger o Cur Lady
and Christ is close beside us in our
jnurrw?-. Wi are confident of this and
as well as honouring her we talk to
her, just like a friend, someone we
know well, someone we feel we have
ko all our life.

Saint Philomena draws many peo-
le from all over the world to her
wome on earth, manyv races, many
colours and even many religions, Saint
Philomena is well known for her con-
versions. She draws forth the sick, the
weak, the infirm and the disabled of
all ages. A huge variety of people come
to the Sanchuary where Saint Philome-
na is ever present, Some of the reasons
W 200 pu{!ple there seems apparent
but are tha:}? really? Do owe know
God’s reasons? As Saint Philomena is
the patron saint of The Children of
Mary, let's contemplate the children,
the children with disabilities.

If you have ever been in the pre-
sence of a large group of children who
are disabled vou will understand, so-
me in wheelchair, some with greal
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difficulty in walking, some can’t talk
or see or hear and all the while they
are trying so hard to do these simple
tasks we take for granted. We look
inlo their little faces and think we
knoww what the;.r want. There are some
who can talk and tell us while sitting
in a wheelchair “T would like to wal

and run and jump”, We know the
probability 15 that t{-n':-: will never hap-
pen for them, When we see someone
disabled do we know how to appro-
ach them, do we look at them or pre-
tend not to notice them, how do we
react? We can look upon this group
of children and wonder why. Why
has God let this happen Lo all of these
children, there seems to be so many
of thern inour ime. But how do these
children affect us? We look on and
our hearts gooul o thiern and some-
times our heart breaks for them, Then
we take our mind off our own pro-
blems for a while to pray for them
and thank God for our blessings.

But if you could look inko their face
a little deeper for a little longer you
can see the peace of God within it,
you can see that they are heaven sent,
You see happiness unhke any other
in their little E:fu:-i- Cod has sent these
souls, who have taken on their pur-
pose in life before coming onlo carth,
lo help us on our journey to Him.
These children already have their pla-
ce it heaven booked with God, They
are already surrounded by the angels
and their special Saints, they know
better than us of cur Heavenly Father
and Mother. We must learn from
them, we must agsk them to pray for
us. We must learn that the outward
body is of no consequence weather
it's old, deformed or not working
“normally”, it is the pure soul shin-
ning out from within that radiates
frovm s, This is what we must do the
mast work to develop to iks fullest,
this is what God is Iu::-Ei ng forin each

one of us. For those who know these
children well, we know they are spe-
cial and we are in their presence to
learn from them many basic and dif-
ferent aspects ol lile. We should ask
ourselves - how does our mind nor-
mally work and how would God wanl
it to work — and which of the two
would purify our soul most, What is
the first step we should take on our
journey o God.

However disability is sometimes
not always visible to us, there are
many mental illnesses, some of the
most common of these heard ona
dailyv basis are autism and dﬂgmssinn.
You can think that a child is badly
behawved or that an adult has had too
much to drink.

How do we know what condition
anyone is sulfering from, it is not clear
to the naked eyve. Who are we o judge!
Fach one of us has our own cross fo
bear which others may sec or not, it
is all dependant on how we carry it,

The Sanctuary of Saint Philomena
has many different people and many
different lessons to feach us, We
should never loose sight of the fact
that some illnesses or disability are
chosen to be cured through the miracle
of God, these ane always for a spccia]

urpose inexample or recognition or
E:r lll-'me light of a Saint ko shine brighter.
This is happening more than ever now
through the intercession of 5t Philo-
mena. There are other miracles which
are constanl in our lives that we do
not recogmise. We should look around
us with an open mind and a pure
heart. When we are gathered together
at the Sancluary we are untied as a
family, the Philomenaian Family, uni-
ted through our one commoen purpose
—Saint Philomena, whois ever leading
us to The Most Blessed Virgin Mary

and ultimately to God,
: harie Burns



Please Pray for Beth

Berth Campbell, whe is 10 pear old from Scotland, and has featured in the mesenger previously,
has to underge a major hip operation. She has severe cerebral palay thiou rh n1|=|1i|1|:i_illi:: andd 54
dedicated devates of 5t Philomena. Her operation §s to take place on'the 8th Dec, which is the feass
of the Immaculate Conception and her 11th birthday falls on the 15th Dee., which is the anniversary
uf when Pope Lea X approved and indulged the cosd of 5L Philomena. Please keep her in your
prayers threughout this e,

Reth's story began before she was bom. 1t began when her Grandfather Edward Brady was it child.
His mother was a devotes of 5t Philomena and had fall faith in the cord. Edward took ill and was
diagnosed with pneumonia and his mother took the cord and Led it around him with the trusl, faith
and hape that he would be cured and he was immedialely. Since then Edward, now a father and
grandfather to many always prayed to St Philomena unknaown to Tis family, as was the storv of the
cord. Throughout Beth arciving into the world a very healthily beautiful baby and particularly when
<he suddenly took meningitis al 15wks old and the dectors were ready o switch off the machine that
kapt her alive, her l;_'.mn-.*.?:nh:-r anad her Aunt Dwho's fomily stocy of 5t Philomena waill feabare in U
next edition) praved 4o 5 Philomena. Beth's Mother simply prayed to God and Crur Lady as she had
nevier at this stagee heard of St Philomena. They ;!H.meé En.at whatever the cost ey winted Beth to
live. Their prayers weene ansywered. A8 the doctor®s shilt changed in the hospatal and o e dinchor carmda
an the scene with a thought in his bead 1o do something ditferent, he put her through dialasis. This
indied savesd her life and children with this teerble iliness now as pact of procedure go through dialasis
al the first signs of meningitis. This is the kestimony that St Philomena infercedod with God for this
family once again.

Hith is now o happy often-mischiesous litte girl who cinnot speak, -1"|""H|i-‘.|1 just like most children
shie can shout on her Mum. She is negistered blind bt with the help of the Foly il of $t Philomena she
can now see shadews and light, Shhas undergone several smputations due 1o the meningitis but she
i atrong and Tadiant with her ewn definite peconality, and always hias 5t Philomena by her sicde.
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INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER

Chnce again you may eead and pray another special prayer weitlen by Jim Connaphan from Northern
Ircland, 1t is ihe first praver he was inspired toowrite 1o S5 Philemena. Eeep it and say it offen.

My Praver To Saint Philomena 1

CF Bivased Safmt Plriliveenn, fafercade i s
wlit Qe Fatlior zovro reveas i legiven,
shp us throweh pragse (e gior
|5j".|.'i.5|lll.':ll.l II;'::!III'.

Tewck ns Iessed St Maloviema e ey
fo Goa's kimuelowy, reie oier G
el el as fo fulionr Caovi s 8 1At
st e dun et re s e 10T

e hesseni o, Seind L
to frberceds mith Gl fr P o)
uf our il Grend,
ard Hrauglt wone dnderoosaion g gak God
fv foorg e i onr i Hlllf;ﬁl-;i“ s
atnceridy fe forgrze oss nha oniend g3,
3 s el praten! ns sl g
oo of fusstae i Blary, felp s do Hrink
o Gl ehroa gl crer by i o
e devnpde v o Al
Tl e Saimt Phifomens, e plvisure
af @ burnimg loe dn e bearle
Jor the Haly Trivity
W pray iy Saimb Pt
fire yoie profeciion fam e s afour
A T e g e T
werdh Gagd for ||'|.'|".|-||| aptile pdfin Jume died
alie itk o G (o proagg for o, Amen

Saint Philomena
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Feasts of Saint Filomena

The teast celebrabions for 2004
went as always, splendidly. The in-
ternal solemn masses in honour of
St Philomena on the 8%, 9%, 10,
11th, and 13" August were as beau-
tiful and as spiritual as ever. With
the battenti an the 8" giving their
all 1o honour Saint Philomena in an
inspirational procession. There is
always the feeling of great peace
and praise [or our Saint at these feast
celebration. We have included two
pictures of the feast celebrations of
this year thee first is of the procession
of the battenti carrying the replica
sicture of the Sacred Urm in which
51 Philomena rests, The other is of
a celebration that we talk little about,
which is always celebration on the
last Sunday of August; it is of the
consecration of the children to St
Philomena, It is a very special cele-
bration, which takes place at the feel
of the Sacred Altar -;:.F St Philomena,
and the church is full of children
awaiting this blessing. Joy always
seems to be illuminated Trom the
church on this day, as 5t Philomena
is happiesl when the little children
come to her,

Cotaenabion of Be Clridifren before the Sacnd Allay

of B Peilienena ow the 29 Awgusl 2L

Thie Péiralamital e vas g af e
Tatbendi on fhe 8™ Aegust 2004

[he feast celebration will open
nexct vear with the feast of the Patmo-
nage of 5t Philomena, this feast was
made official by Pope Leo X1 in
1886 and is always celebrated on
the first Sunday |-L:-E|1'l'|-".-'ir'lg the 10th
January, e ]ﬂfl'tilda}' of 5t. Philo-
mena. Next vear the Feast of the
Patronage will be on Sund ay
thelith JTanuary. Every feast cele-
bration is special but this one m
P;_Iﬂ,'il.'l_li.:lrr because the sacramental
of the church is blessed, the ”UJ}'
CHl of 5t Philomena. This joins de-
votees of St Philomena worldwide
through this one and only uniq};m‘
Holy ilf’]ik of the Sanctuary, which is
senf and broughi worldwide, and
many pilj;rin'n; arriving in proces-
S0 d:_:un'ﬂting the oil on this H]."l.'li'l-:'ll
dav: If 15 then all pul an Ll major
altar and bBlessed in a spﬂclﬂl axclu-
sive ceremony of the Sanctuary, by
the local Hi!—i]:lﬂrl and the Rector of
the Sanctuary. 1t is then bottled and
used to burn the oil lamp of 5t Phi-
lomena, which is ever open al the
side of the Sacred Altar, which lies
at the feet of the Sacred Relics of our




Saint, Over the last two centuries
millions have used this Oil and
countless graces have been received
after its application. In 1305 a mother
came to the Sanctuary bringing her
blind child, for whom she prayed.
Full of trust in S5t Philomena and
knowing of the power of her inter-
cession, the woman dipped her fin-
ger into the lamp, which was bur-

Messenger of 5t Philomena

by the many pilgrims who where at
the Sanctuary at that time and duly
authenticated by the Church. Now
this precious Sacramental of the San-
ctuary of Saint Philomena, the Holy
and precious Oil is distributed di-
r:_--;*tll:,- by the Sanctuary and official
Contraternity centres in small round
red bottles with the Sanctuary’s na-
me on them pictured here;

ning before the Kelics of the Saint.
She applied the oil to her blind child
whilst praying fervently to the Holy
Martyr, S5t Philomena’s power was
demonstrated when the child was
instantly cured and for the first lime
was able to see the wonder of God's
creation. The prodigy was witnessed

Saint Philomena 1805 -2005

The 200" anniversary will indeed be the most special event of Saint
Fhilomena in our time and we should do our very best to promote and have
as many _t'IE'D[,‘rl-E as we can hearing her name and praving to her, As devolees
of Sainl Philomena this is the best gift we can give to her at this special time.
Detailed here is the full official internal programme for the 200" anniversary
and we invite all to come celebrate with us: E

January 16" ; Feast of the Patronage of St Philomena, which is the annual
blessing of the Ol of St Philomena with a special dedication to Don Francesco
e Luca,

May 25" : Celebration of the discovery of the Sacred Relics of 5t Philomena
in the Catacombs of 5t Pricilla.

July 1% : the start of the special 40 dav novena ending on the 9 August
in remembrance of the time it took for the Relics of St Philomena to leave
REome and arrive in Mognano del Cardinale,

August 7" - 15" : These are the feast celebrations, The Sacred urn of 5
Philomena will be taken down from the Altar on the 7 August until the 25
September and laid upen the High Altar

August 10, 11" 12", 14" ; The four-day procession of the Sacred Relics
and Urn of Saint Philomena. :

August 14" ; The prand Feast Celebration in Flanour of Saint Philomena.
The penitential procession to the Sanctuary of devotees that walk in bare feet
as a vow of solemn promise to Saint Philomena, they are called the batlenti,

August 28" : The consecration of the childrén to Saint Philomena

September 23" : The Sacred Urn of Saint Philomena will be taken down
from the high Altar and replaced to her rightful position in the Sanctuary.
This is the conclusion to the feast celebration. a




Wi would like o tell you the story
of our son Michael Joseph Cooke, who
is presently now in September 2004
seven vears old, therefore attributing
his recovery from a crucial illness so
far to the powerful intercession of our
Lord and St. Philomena.

Michael who we call “"Mikey” at
the age of three suddenly developed
a fever of unknown origin and ulcera-
tions in the back of his throat, He lost
his vaice after a week and conbinuecd
to have high fevers, When b First
became ill, we had a feeling in our
hearts that it was something, serious.
That's when we Hrst started asking
the Lord for help with our son. The
local doctors thought he had a curable
virus and would recover. In the next

4 - & weeks he was admitted to three
different hospitals having all kinds of
tests performaed but no diagnosis, No
disease showed up in his numerous
blood tests, vet he continued to have
these Iligh fevers, loss of appetite, and
lost weight where it was becoming
critical.

All along we had numerous Catholic

clergy, family members, and friends
praving for him. Finally atter all the
trauma of gething to the reason for our
son's condition, he was diagnosed
with a very rare bone marrow disease
called Myelodysplastic Syndrome with
a chromosome abnormality,
This syndrome is a form of Leukaemia.
We finally had Mikey transferned 1o
hemaorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Cen-
Lre [MSKCC) in MNew York City to treat
his illness. This institution is world
renowned for the treatment of cancer
and we were not letting any mone lme
pass by o hope for a cure.

The doctors at MSKECC did not
give us a good outlook for Mikey's
recovery with this type of illness, A
Dominican Father (Fr. Steve Carmody)
visited us every Lla}' at the hospital
and prayed for Mikey's recovery. | le
was from the Church of St Cathering’
of Sienna, which was acrosse the street
from the hospital,

His treatment started with high
doses of chemotherapy bul his illness
still came back. During his three years
of treatment at MSKOC, he received
three bone marrows transplants as the
Frst twao transplants failed and relap-
sed, which both times was life threa-
tening, Mikey had received the last



